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Cream of the News 


Wholesale prices of Swiss cheese declined sharply 
at Wisconsin assembly points during March but 
cheddar prices were up slightly. 

Milk production in Wisconsin and the Nation 
during March continued under a year earlier and the 
milk - feed ratio was the lowest for March since 1965. 

Farm product prices received by Wisconsin 
farmers declined from mid-February to mid-March, 
led by a drop of more than $4.00 for hog prices. 

Beef production in Wisconsin’s commercial 
slaughtering plants during February was 6 percent 
under a year ago but pork output increased 17 per- 
cent. 

Wisconsin cattle feeders had 9 percent fewer cat- 
tle and calves on feed April 1 than a year earlier while 
the 23 major feeding states were down 8 percent. 

Stocks of meat and cheese in the Nation’s cold 
storage facilities at the end of March were substan- 


tially above last year but butter stocks were down by 
more than half. 


Wool production in Wisconsin and the Nation 
during 1973 was down from 1972 and prices were 
up considerably. 

Cash receipts from the sale of cattle, calves, 
hogs, sheep, and lambs in Wisconsin reached a record 
high of $546 million for 1973. 

Milk prices in Wisconsin continued to increase 
slightly during March and could average $8.72 a 
hundredweight for all milk of average test. 

The Nation’s cheese production during February 
was 20 percent more than a year earlier but butter 
production was down by 18 percent. 

Beef prices at St. Paul and Kansas City declined 
from February to March as did prices of barrows and 
gilts at St. Paul. 

Cash income from the sale of poultry and eggs 
in Wisconsin during 1973 increased 88 percent from 
1972. 
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MILK PRODUCTION 
REMAINS LOWER 


Milk production in Wisconsin and the Nation during 
March continued under the previous year. Dairy herds in 
Wisconsin produced 1,615 million pounds of milk in March, 
a decline of 4 percent from a year ago. Production in the 
first quarter of 1974 was down 3 percent from the same 
quarter last year. 

Wisconsin’s milk production increased seasonally 15 
percent from February to March, about the same gain as in 
1973. Output per cow averaged 900 pounds for March, a drop 
of 20 pounds from the previous year. Daily feeding of grain 
and other concentrates to Wisconsin milk cows averaged 13% 
pounds per cow as of April 1, a slight decrease from a year 
earlier and about a pound less than two years ago. 

The Nation’s milk production for March was 3 percent 
under March 1973. Production per cow was about the same 
as a year ago but the number of milk cows on farms was 
down 3 percent. The milk-feed ratio for March was also 3 per- 
cent below the previous year and the lowest March ratio since 
1965. Feeding of grain and concentrates averaged almost 
14 pounds per cow on April 1, unchanged from last year on 
that date. 
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Milk Production 


March March Jan.-March 
1973 1974 1974 


Million pounds 






Change from 


Selected States last year 









Jan.-March 


Percent 


Wisconsin. . . . 1,674 1,615 4,506 — 4 — 3 
Minnesota .. . 907 939 2,576 Sys eel 
POW Ss cha ieate ge 361 m3) (| 895 — 14 — 13 
New York ... 880 854 2,406 — 3 — 3 
Pennsylvania . . 587 570 1,623 — 3 = 2 
Galiforniaky sy 859 884 2,485 stat stated! 
Other states .. 4,945 4,760 13,431 — 4 - 4 
United States. . 10,213 9,933 27,922 — 3 es) 





MILK PRICES CONTINUE 
SLIGHTLY HIGHER 


Milk prices in Wisconsin continued to increase slightly 
during March. Wisconsin dairy farmers are expected to re- 
ceive an average of $8.72 a hundred weight;for all milk of 
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average test sold in March. This would be 3 cents more than 
February and $2.69 above March 1973. 

Milk prices for February averaged $8.69 a hundred- 
weight, up 7 cents from January and $2.74 higher than a year 
earlier. Milkfat content averaged 3.76 percent in February 
compared with 3.79 percent in January and 3.73 percent a 
year ago. 

Grade A milk producers received an average of $8.84 a 
hundredweight in February, a gain of 9 cents from the 
previous month and $2.74 above last year. Manufacturing 
grade milk averaged $8.47 a hundredweight for February, up 
4 cents from January and $2.71 greater than February 1973. 
The spread between market and manufacturing grade milk 
was 37 cents in February compared with 34 cents a year ago. 


Milk Prices 1/ 














































February 
January 1974 prigowper cue ppelig 
Selected States : 
Average | Price 1973 1974 74/73) | Brice per 
test per cwt. change | Cwt. 2/ 
Percent | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Percent | Dollars 
Milk for all uses 
Wisconsin ..... 3.79 8.62 §.95 8.69 + 46 8.72 
Minnesota..... 3.69 8.23 5.59 8.23 +47 8.25 
TOWapu ee. ae, cee 3.82 8.57 5.83 8.68 + 49 8.70 
New York 022. - 3.65 8.80 6.85 8.90 -+ 30 8.90 
Californiat aun. « 3.84 7.95 6.05 7.70 2 7.70 
United States ... 3.79 8.89 6.56 8.92 + 36 8.93 
Wisconsin utilization 
Market milk... . 3.81 8.75 6.10 8.84 +45 XXX 
Manufacturing milk 3277 8.43 5.76 8.47 +47 XXX 
Creameries (2 ince 3.74 8.36 5.62 8.39 +49 Xxx 
Cheese factories . Salat 8.44 5.78 8.47 + 47 Xxx 
Varied prod. plants Bonk 8.42 5.67 8.46 + 49 XXX 





1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 


Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 


Change from 





Utilization last year 

Dollars per cwt. Percent 
Milk: foralliuses:(. Os) s Sie ee 5.58 7.96 8.09 +45 
Market: niilKe i teckovste nay ea eaaeusa ele Sake 8.04 8.19 + 43 
Manufacturing milk a). oc 4 5.42 7.83 7.98 +47 
CreameriesAnanssh Fe eet ae §.29 7.82 7.94 + 50 
American cheese plants....... 5.45 7.84 7.96 + 46 
Varied products plants ....... §.33 7.82 7.94 +49 

Federal Order Markets 

Chicago Regional Base Zone... . 6.02 8.53 8.67 + 44 





1/Computed equivalents. 2/Preliminary. 





CHEESE PRODUCTION UP 20 
PERCENT FROM YEAR AGO 


Production of all cheese in the Nation during February 
was 20 percent higher than in February 1973. Output of 
American cheese for February increased 28 percent from a 
year earlier while Italian cheese production rose 13 percent. 
Production of Swiss cheese during February was down 3 
percent from the previous year. Brick and Muenster output 
declined 1 percent from February 1973 but all other cheese 
increased 3 percent. 

Wisconsin factories produced almost 64 million pounds 
of American cheese in February, up 14 percent from a year 
ago. Production of American cheese in Minnesota during 
February was a third more than last year while Missouri was 
up 60 percent and other states increased 40 percent. 

Butter production in the Nation continued lower as 
churnings in February were 18 percent under the previous 
year. Wisconsin creameries made 16 percent less butter in 
February than a year earlier and Minnesota was down 3 per- 
cent. Iowa’s butter production for February dropped 60 
percent from February 1973 and other states declined 20 
percent. 


Current Dairy Products Estimates 






Change from 
last year 


Feb. [Jan.-Feb. 








Teen Awaeses. February | February |Jan.-Feb. 








1,000 pounds Percent 
BUTTER 
Wisconsin waded veka 16,600 13,950 30,800 — 16 - 9 
Minnesota’ x, pinche seuena ake 18,500 17,900 37,500 — 3 = 2 
Towle oe 4) 4. Scherer Sens 5,750 2,280 5,080 — 60 — 57 
Otherstates a he seeeemeee ac 43,587 34,863 76,180 — 20 — 21 
United States ivens yes 84,437 68,993 149,560 — 18 —17 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
Wisconsiny i))) aetna cee 55,900 63,750 127,750 + 14 + 14 
Minnesotayg9 > amie cies 17,400 23,140 48,740 + 33 +35 
Missouri ?'s ait Bye aes ens 5,000 8,000 14,450 + 60 + 42 
Otheristates coccinea 41,845 58,662 115,731 + 40 +136, 
United States! s3)sees) a par 120,145 153,552 306,671 ae Pats} + 26 


CHEESE, MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 


SWISS: 20s. 31: eet talits ge 13,695 13,262 26,991 -—- 3 — 6 
Brick and Muenster... . §,853 5,770 11,362 - 1 tty 2 
Etaliani ye eo” i haie strane 40,512 45,682 95,836 ae 8s) +16 
Al othent) te) tarates cesneye L335 21) ho, 9 O41 ts ie S 18) Sole + 3 
Totalien <mis, «sane 73,587 78,618 165,567 ste tie 8 
ALL CHEESE 
United (States ius reas 1935732 9.232470), 4792-238 + 20 + 19 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Curd ryan ewe eke 64,186 55,673 110,691 —13 —15 
Creamed!) / sen enon 81,859 68,882 139,355 — 16 —17 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice Cream 
Wis consini) pecan cee 1,400 1,250 2,500 — 11 — 9 
TN O8s) AV ee ee ae S 3,500 3,300 6,460 —- 6 —- 6 
ToWal) vs cae 3 eeeiate 510 550 1,040 am its aD, 
Michigan). hee) .o2 yen, e 2,800 2,877 5,242 aiieens} — 6 
Minnesota tiaeve apearie es 2325 2135 4,380 —- 8 —- 4 
Otheristates wae ere 46,444 46,677 91,530 eam tl Tie 
United States) (0) ea. 36:97 9 mc00.7 9) Fido Tse — 1 





1/Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 4 
percent. 2/Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 


Ice cream production in the Nation during February 
showed little change from the previous year. Output of 
cottage cheese curd for February was 13 percent below a year 
ago and creamed cottage cheese production declined 16 per- 
cenit. 
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WHOLESALE SWISS CHEESE 
PRICES DECLINE SHARPLY 


Wholesale prices of Swiss cheese, Wisconsin State 
Brand, declined sharply from February to March. Swiss 
cheese averaged $1.09% cents a pound at Wisconsin assembly 
points during March, down 6% cents from the previous month 
but almost 30 cents higher than last year. 

Cheddar cheese in 40 pound blocks averaged $91% 
cents a pound for March, up slightly from February and more 
than 26 cents above a year ago. 

The 92-score butter price at New York averaged nearly 
70 cents a pound in March, an increase of 4% cents from a 
month earlier. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 













March February March 








Pom mogity 1973 1974 1974 1/ 

Butter, 92-score, New York, pound... 2M) 65.32¢ 69.81¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 Ib. blocks, pound 3/ ... 65.19¢ 91.06¢ 91.25¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

blockspoundia oy a ain js asun e erial sys 719.65¢ 116.00¢ 109.50¢ 
Evaporated milk, North Central States, 

case, 48-14% oz. cans, range...... $8.65-10.10 $11.30-11.68 $———-— 
Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 

@ECA, POUNG | 2. Eis s Ben fee ii ie ants copays, 41.99¢ 57.75¢ 61.52¢ 





1/Preliminary estimates. 2/Not available. 3/Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin 
assembly points. 


BUTTER PRODUCTION TO REMAIN LOWER 
WHILE AMERICAN CHEESE OUTPUT INCREASES 


Weekly estimates for March indicate that butter produc- 
tion in Wisconsin and the Nation will continue under a year 
ago but output of American cheese will remain substantially 
higher. Churnings of butter in the Nation during March could 
be 15 percent less than a year earlier, nearly equal to the 
drop shown in the first two months of 1974. Wisconsin’s 
decline in butter production for March will probably exceed 
the 9 percent drop shown in January and February com- 
pared with last year. 

National production of American cheese in March could 
be a fourth higher than the previous year and nearly equal 
to the gain in output for January and February. According 
to weekly estimates, Wisconsin’s production of American 
cheese during March was only slightly less than the 14 per- 
cent gain for January and February compared with a year 
earlier. 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 






American Cheese 





Butter 









isconsin United States isconsin 





United States 



































Periods A Change | Change F Change | Change 
aden from last | from last ienen ip from last | from last 
year year year year 
1,000 lbs. | Percent | Percent 1,000 Ibs. | Percent | Percent 
February . . 68,993 — 18 — 16 153,552 +28 +14 
Jan. - Feb. . 149,560 —17 ==) 19) 306,671 + 26 +14 
Weeks 
ending 
March 7. 17,180 -—15 — 18 39,150 Sgr es} alla) Hes) 
March 14. 16,600 —19 — 20 39,600 +525 +41 
March 21. 17,200 — 14 —13 40,950 +126 +14 
March 28. 18,100 —12 - 7 40,800 met + 8 
Totalia sci... 69,080 —15 XXX 160,500 + 24 XXX 





CHEESE STOCKS UP CONSIDERABLY 
WHILE BUTTER STOCKS REMAIN LOWER 


Stocks of cheese in cold storage in the Nation at the 
end of March were up 44 percent from a year ago while 
butter stocks were down 52 percent. Supplies of American 
cheese in cold storage on March 31 were 48 percent above 
the previous year. Swiss cheese stocks were 71 percent 
greater than on March 31, 1973 and stocks of all other 
cheese increased 20 percent. 

The 56 million pounds of butter in cold storage at the 
end of March were less than half of a year earlier. Govern- 
ment stocks of butter in cold storage on March 31 amounted 
to about 9 million pounds compared with over 102 million 
pounds on that date last year. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 



















Change 
, March 31, March 31, 
Commodity 1972 1973 from last 
year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
UNITED STATES 
Butter yee ade ken ete 110,104 117,183 56,028 — 52 
Cheese, American..... 226,707 244,955 361,905 + 48 
Cheese) SwissSisin-. vee seal ca 7,103 8,713 14,868 +t 
Cheese, all other. ..... 53,506 48,770 58,523 +520 
Gheese: total ayces aieic 287,316 302,438 435,296 + 44 
a 
WISCONSIN 
PROCTER 2) gen Ue bance a tes 4,764 Wee k2 2,388 — 67 
Cheese, American .. . eet 130,792 160,571 204,615 = dae a f 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 
Butter 7h Sr ecven ti pee 84,762 102,623 8,851 — 91 
Cheese, American): = 2. - 948 173 544 + 214 








*Included in above totals. 


Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 










Change 

Commodity Feb. 28, from 
1973 

last year 

1,000 pounds Percent 
Dried whole milk . 3/05. .« 3,933 4,112 7,506 + 83 
Dried skim milk ..... plane 64,588 37,724 55,138 + 46 
Dried buttermilk ....... 4,024 4,100 5,734 + 40 

Condensed milk and evapor- 

ated milk (case goods) 1/. . 63,984 55,159 57,501 + 4 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


1973 LIVESTOCK CASH 
RECEIPTS UP SUBSTANTIALLY 


Although the total pounds of meat animals marketed by 
Wisconsin farmers during 1973 were down 10 percent from 
1972, cash receipts from livestock sales were up 22 percent. 
Cash receipts from the sale of cattle, calves, hogs, and sheep 
and lambs totaled almost $546 million for 1973. 

Record prices were received in 1973 for cattle, calves, 
hogs, and lambs. Cattle averaged $34.30 a hundredweight 
for 1973, an increase of $7.60 from the previous year. Calves, 
at $58.90 a hundredweight in 1973, were $11.60 higher than 
in 1972. Hogs averaged $37.50 a hundredweight for 1973, a 
gain of $12.60 from a year earlier. Sheep prices averaged 
$10.00 per 100 pounds in 1973, up $3.90 from 1972. Lambs, 
at $31.40 a hundredweight for 1973, were $4.00 above the 
previous year. 
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rose 28 percent. Marketings of sheep and lambs during 1973 
were 12 percent under 1972 on the pound basis but cash 
receipts showed a slight gain. 


On the pound basis, marketings of cattle and calves in 
1973 were 6% percent below 1972 while cash receipts in- 
creased 19 percent. Total pounds of hogs marketed in 1973 
were down 15 percent from a year earlier but cash receipts 


CATTLE AND CALVES: Production and Income, Wisconsin, 1964 - 73 
































































Price per 100 pounds Value of 
Cash Gross Cost of 
Year Production 1/ Marketings 2 : home : pct 
/ Cattle Calves receipts éonsumption income inshipments 
1,000 pounds Dollars 1,000 dollars 
LOGS Verte eee Ch Detar eerie S 1,106,965 999,605 13.70 22.30 149,881 7,856 VS 7737 5,708 
ADG6S yy 2s foe st 1,054,655 1,216,095 14.70 23.60 192,568 8,071 200,639 55°72 
E906) Fea csr ae es 982,275 1,067,117 17.90 28.40 205,755 9,849 215,604 9,139 
POG CLA. ae aden ane 998,005 1,017,580 17.90 29.00 197,730 10,849 208,579 8,593 
19681 (5 5. see eas eee 983,860 1,002,279 18.50 31.30 203,775 10,839 214,614 8,286 
1969 eis Sees etwas eee 974,775 971,847 21.10 34.50 224,109 14,231 238,340 11,638 
1970 Ge lees heclanes saeaae 1,037,190 942,058 22.00 38.10 230,039 18,161 248,200 14,256 
RS eR EO ey ad aie k, 1,016,690 906,412 22.50 39.80 229,887 19,594 249,481 3/ 
VOF2” x) ca a eee er aeen ais 1,004,450 961,994 26.70 47.30 287,765 21,500 309,265 3/ 
19273) Teer oes RE 929,990 899,464 34.30 58.90 341,587 19,612 361,199 3/ 
1/Adjustments made for numbers shipped in and changes in inventory. 2/Excludes inter-farm sales. 3/Discontinued. 
HOGS: Production and Income, Wisconsin, 1964 - 73 
; Value of 
‘ : Price per Cash Gross Cost of 
mene Brodue re aa a SE: 100 pounds receipts Pome income inshipments 
consumption 
1,000 pounds Dollars 1,000 dollars 
TOG fe getty A tata an 718,763 742,322 14.60 108,247 3,659 111,906 36 
TOG ST os ra. ve hint eo eenne on 642,695 658,070 18.90 124,375 33353 127,728 47 
TO 6Ggh: s Glosencee Rover ors 682,540 623,196 23.20 144,581 3,790 148,371 101 
LEP Rr ee acol omenEe 3, ORE 678,734 661,846 18.80 124,427 2,978 127,405 97 
LOGS akon sched Aes 720,904 706,649 18.30 129,317 3,352 132,669 30 
19698 Fh 2gShs cM et Bk 657,487 656,894 21.90 143,860 3,548 147,408 84 
TS 70 Gliese SPR aero eee 716,766 678,538 22.50 152,671 3,544 156,215 96 
UOTE eras Sie) See 726,983 T32s262 17.80 130,343 2,703 133,046 3/ 
NDFB hag ey cova iiss, atusinateiltewta> 2 614,036 631,887 24.90 157,340 4,202 161,542 3/ 
OTe ik eas aoe dome a rare 566,768 537,482 37.50 201,556 7,518 209,074 3/ 








1/Adjustments made for numbers shipped in and changes in inventory. 2/Excludes inter-farm sales. 3/Discontinued. 


SHEEP AND LAMBS: Production and Income, Wisconsin, 1964 - 73 

























Price per 100 pounds Value of 




























F ‘ Cash Gross Cost of 
Year Production 1/ Marketings 2/ aes ] HE receipts aie income inshipments 
1,000 pounds Dollars 1,000 dollars 
DOGS | er Ban .. sieuer b, ahemaahls 11,847 14,467 4.70 19.00 2,467 37 2,504 210 
SG F be i Reusch et cee cade Listes 12,036 43713 5.20 21420 2,684 44 2,729 236 
ESGG Fo a yao toronto, 11,346 12,647 5.60 22.00 2,591 60 2,651 367 
POG. Osis cis Renta, 3 tee 11,857 12,804 5.30 20.90 2,471 51 2,522 181 
POOR I ac se Nee kee ce, 3) Me 12,140 13,763 5.30 23.30 2,798 60 2,858 291 
LD GO irae aes. Le: Pile, kebin Ven 10,257 13,272 6.70 26.50 2,994 3 3,031 287 
LOTM ar otar es emevie Waits She, 3 9,796 12,211 6.20 25.10 2,657 35 2,692 265 
BOT Tae Aettatnas 2 tells. a ts 8,577 10,067 5.60 24.80 2,231 35 2,266 3/ 
OT 2 ieee wile bes a, c3y 8,312 10,799 6.10 27.40 2,591 38 2,629 3/ 
1OD.S: Veet Scere sice Beutel eve 7,656 9,556 10.00 31.40 2,607 44 2,651 3/ 





1/Adjustments made for numbers shipped in and changes in inventory. 2/Excludes inter-farm sales. 3/Discontinued. 


FARM PRODUCT PRICES 
LOWER IN MID-MARCH 


Prices received by Wisconsin farmers for farm products 
sold during the month ending March 15 were down from a 
month earlier for most items. The index of prices received 
for all farm products averaged 565 percent of the 1910-14 
base as of mid-March, a decline of 6 points (1 percent) from 
the previous month. 

Hog prices averaged $34.40 a hundredweight on March 
15, down $4.40 from February and $3.10 lower than last 
year. Hog prices had been higher than the previous year 
since September 1971. 

Steers and heifers averaged $38.10 a hundredweight in 
March, a decline of $1.20 from a month earlier and $4.40 


under March 1973. This was the first time that steers and 
heifers were lower than the previous year since March 1971. 
While slaughter cows increased 10 cents from February to 
March, the mid-March average of $32.30 a hundredweight 
was 70 cents below a year ago. 

Calves averaged $53.30 a hundredweight in March, down 
20 cents from the previous month and $4.70 less than last 
year. 

Lambs continued unchanged at $35.00 a hundredweight 
from February to March but were $1.00 under March 1973. 
Sheep increased 60 cents from February to March and at 
$11.90 a hundredweight were $3.10 above a year ago. The 
mid-March wool price of 48 cents a pound was 8 cents lower 
than a month earlier and 18 cents below the previous year. 
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Egg prices dropped 4 cents from February to March 
but at 57 cents a dozen were 10 cents more than last year. 
Turkey prices remained at 35 cents a pound liveweight from 
February to March but were up 7 cents from March 15, 1973. 

Corn prices averaged a record high of $2.75 a bushel as 
of mid-March, an increase of 2 cents from February and more 
than double a year ago when corn was $1.32 a bushel. Wheat, 
oats, and soybeans declined in price from February to March. 
At $4.89 a bushel in March, wheat was down 55 cents from 
a month earlier but well above the $1.96 for March 15, 1973. 

Oats dropped 10 cents a bushel from February to 
March. This was the first decline in oat prices since July 1973. 
Oats averaged $1.45 a bushel in March, 60 cents higher than 
last year. The mid-March soybean price of $5.74 a bushel was 
13 cents under February and 26 below a year ago. Baled al- 
falfa hay averaged $35.00 a ton on March 15, unchanged 
from February but up 50 cents from March 1973. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 



















March 15, March 15, March 15, 





Coa eanity 1972 1973 1974 
Dollars 

Milk cows. ..... 430.00 540.00 630.00 650.00 
Steers and heifers . 31.80 42.50 39.30 38.10 
COWS bi cook. Bas 5 hs 24.00 33.00 32.20 32.30 
Galvesis Pais te: 6 47.00 58.00 53.50 53.30 
TL OLS 3 tenaden sity eo 23:20 37.50 38.80 34.40 
Sheep lac. oie 5.80 8.80 10.50 11.90 
Lari Dsiyeegithisy, >. ‘3! ani 27.00 34.00 35.00 35.00 
Wooldinatistc om s .20 .66 Als) 48 
Chickens 1/ : -090 .120 niles) -145 
Turkeys.) thse <hs .220 .280 .350 .350 
BEES, oirecciceen .270 -470 .610 code 
COIN FROM hee Sei ia (3 13. 32 2:73 Zane 
Wheat tes ise. «aie 1.41 1.96 5.44 4.89 
ORV ESTISS Ole See seereee 12 .85 1.55 1.45 
poybeansi.. 5. - Sub S 6.00 5.87 5.74 
Alfalfa hay, baled . 23.00 34.50 35.00 35.00 








1/Excludes broilers. 


MEAT STOCKS UP 
FROM LAST YEAR 


Cold storage stocks of meat in the Nation at the end of 
March were 37 percent more than the previous year. Supplies 
of beef were up by a third and pork stocks increased 43 per- 
cent from March 31, 1973. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Meat 
United States 


Change 


















Commodity from 
last year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
Beef: 
FROZEN Werte ayer eee cae elite 276,042 348,162 435,117 463,713 +33 
In.cureand cured, . .... % 9,999 11,161 12,393 12,780 4.15 
Potal Penney eo eae 286,041 359,323 447,510 476,493 +33 
Pork: 
Frozen ® ose tans 306,181 222,322 290,969 322,416 +45 
Incooler . . i225 Gene. 20527 17,288 16,255 19,519 #13 
Total: ya!) Bathe 327,708 239,610 307,224 341,935 + 43 
Other meats and meat 
products: 


Vealtrozen! ... materiale SSG il ~2s0 12,22) 13,514 +15: 


Lamb and mutton, frozen 12,238 10,920 12,438 13,503 + 24 
Canned meats in cooler: 

FLATS cd edts ce leet satis 75,970 49,515 68,328 79,865 + 61 

Other:meats. oh). 20) -08 21,864 15,931 16,596 17,918 ba) "4 
otalvalljmeats| iia uvone 1s 732,359 687,022 864,317 943,228 Hy 








There were nearly 477 million pounds of beef in cold 
storage on March 31, an increase of 29 million pounds from 
the previous month and 117 million pounds above last year. 
Pork stocks totaled almost 342 million pounds at the end of 
March, a gain of about 35 million pounds from a month 
earlier and 102 million more than in storage March 31, 1973. 

With both beef and pork stocks up substantially from a 
year ago, total meat in cold storage at the end of March was 
37 percent greater than on that date last year. 


FEWER CATTLE 
ON FEED 


Cattle feeders in Wisconsin had 9 percent fewer cattle 
and calves on feed April 1 than a year ago while the number 
on feed in the 23 major feeding states was down 8 percent. 

Placements of cattle on feed in Wisconsin during the 
January - March quarter totaled 32,000, a decline of 16 per- 
cent from that quarter in 1973. Marketings of fed cattle from 
Wisconsin feedlots in the first quarter of this year numbered 
50,000, down 4 percent from the comparable period last 
year. Cattle feeders in the State expect to market 58,000 
head during April through June. This would be an increase 
of 6,000 from the actual marketings for the second quarter 
of 1973. 

Placements of cattle and calves on feed in the 23 major 
states during January through March were down 12 percent 
from a year earlier. Marketings of fed cattle in the first 
quarter of 1974 were 8 percent under the same period last 
year but expected marketings during April through June 
may be up | percent from that quarter a year ago. 


Texas, the largest cattle feeding state in the Nation, had 
2 percent less cattle on feed April 1 than a year ago. Iowa 
cattle feeders had 11 percent fewer cattle on feed than on 
April 1, 1973, while Nebraska was down 9 percent. 


Cattle and Calves on Feed by Quarters, 
April 1, 1973, January 1, and April 1, 1974 1/ 











Change 

State April 1, 1973 |January 1, 1974| April 1,1974 |from last 
year 

1,000 head Percent 
ATIZONAR aie Gs sce 614 609 558 - 9 
GCaliforniatie saa 1,046 1,209 962 - 8 
Colorado pi neneee 946 930 864 — 9 
Tdaho 2 pay ess 192 172 172 — 10 
lin O18! Beeman ors 560 530 500 —11 
bdiana weg secu 253 263 245 — 3 
EO Wale ie actiette, eithns 1,960 1,715 1,740 = 11 
KanSas'y arn ate soa Le 1,230 1,160 1,080 — 12 
Michigan (p.m s0 sue 230 220 230 vigils 
Minnesota ..... 467 464 430 = 8 
Missouriny) cen cue 270 250 220 — 19 
Montanaaueusrsnsrs 140 . I Wie) 114 == 1) 
Nebraskal-neaee... 1,520 1,525 1,380 - 9 
New Mexico .... 230 232 235 + 2 
North Dakota ... 50 49 41 — 18 
OIOR EE ss 2 0 27, 280 263 -— 5 
Oklahioma- 6 chu. 274 292 289 _ oS 
One FON alae ew ot he 60 Thigh 60 n.c. 
Pennsylvania... . 719 86 78 = j 
South Dakota ... 350 381 360 et (ig! 
TOXas Varies nase 2.259) 2,205 2,219 — 2 
Washington. .... 180 160 152 — 16 
Wisconsin. ..... 129 136 118 —- 9 
2aIStAbeSin hive. 13,316 13,067 12,310 —- 8 





1/Cattle and calves on feed are animals fattened for slaughter market on grain or 
other concentrates which are expected to produce a carcass that will grade good 
or better. 
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POULTRY INCOME UP 
CONSIDERABLY IN 1973 


Cash income from the sale of farm chickens, broilers, 
and eggs totaled $71 million in Wisconsin during 1973, an in- 
crease of 88 percent from 1972. Egg production for 1973 
was down almost 4 percent from a year earlier but income 
from the sale of eggs jumped 90 percent. Egg prices averaged 


nearly 51 cents a dozen for 1973, almost double the 1972 
more than 4 percent. 


CHICKENS: Production, Disposition, and Income, Wisconsin, 1966 - 73 


price of 26 cents. Income from the sale of farm chickens in 
1973 rose 40 percent above 1972. 

The price per pound for broilers averaged 26 cents in 
1973, an increase of 11 cents from a year earlier. Gross in- 
come for broilers in 1973 was 90 percent higher than in 1972. 
Turkey prices for 1973 averaged 36 cents a pound, up almost 
14 cents from the previous year. Gross income for turkeys 
was 69 percent above 1972 as pounds marketed increased 





Production and disposition of chickens 


Income from chickens 




























Cash income 





















Number Sold Value of from farm 
Year ; Cash chickens Gross chickens, broilers 
} Consumed Weight ; : e 
Raised Lost Produced Number income consumed income and eggs 1/ 
on farms Sold Produced on farms 
1,000 head 1,000 pounds 1,000 dollars 
1966 5,484 1,059 4,425 819 3,356 Se dS 20,821 1325 303 1,628 49,660 
1967 4,716 936 3,780 901 35318 15,595 18,015 1,060 282 1,342 38,599 
1968 4,340 700 3,640 901 3,563 16,746 15,796 1,088 269 1,357 40,037 
1969 4,600 694 3,906 865 3,433 16,822 18,658 1,144 276 1,420 46,434 
1970 5,900 680 5,220 760 3,204 16,020 24,774 1,185 259 1,444 45,621 
1971 5,050 890 4,160 560 3,600 18,000 20,962 1,494 214 1,708 40,925 
1972 4,536 720 3,816 500 3,700 18,500 19,315 1573 196 1,769 37,876 
1973 4,272 700 3357.2 500 3,300 16,500 17,548 2,195) 306 ZOU t 7,033) 
1/Includes gross income for broilers. Consumption in households of producers is less than 1 percent of production in Wisconsin. 
EGGS: Production, Disposition, and Income, Wisconsin, 1966 - 73 
Average Production and disposition Income 
number Price Value of eggs 
ioe of layers Produced PenarreG per ; at paeihaeieg Gross 
during year on farms dosen income eee income 
1,000 Million eggs Cents 1,000 dollars 
US GO ions sire le 6,269 222 1,392 64 1,328 36.1 39,951 1,925 41,876 
VOGT Sock eus ces 6,121 226 1,385 61 1,324 26.9 29,680 1,367 31,047 
L9G Sie ea7, wate 5,599 224 1,256 58 1,198 30.4 30,349 1,469 31,818 
1969 ve Sheen 3 5,036 226 1,139 49 1,090 39.1 35,516 1,597 Sas) 
7 OS ee ah ap S220 2209 1,178 44 1,134 Is) 35,438 1,375 36,813 
i a Ul ieseronre Re 5,890 228 1,344 35 1,309 28.0 30,543 817 31,360 
Me PAs ee eae ane 5,806 226 15313 26 1,287 25.9 PART) 561 28,339 
EDITS Wea ae Je 5,574 227 1,267 25 1,242 50.9 52,682 1,060 §3,742 





TURKEYS AND BROILERS: Production, Disposition, and Income, Wisconsin, 1966 - 73 








Turkeys 


Broilers 







































Wear Number on farms January 1 Production Price Gross Production Price Gross 
Heavy Light All per income per income 

bieeds | breed nEbeds Number Sold pound 1/ Number Sold pound 1/ 
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 

1,000 » i if 

ee pounds aes dollars 1008 pounds Pons dollars 
1966. a as orcas 250 41 291 5,519 91,919 23:1 21,233 13,959 54,440 15.4 8,384 
PSG67 Vere e weet 360 11 371 5,068 90,376 18.9 17,081 14,238 56,952 13.8 7,859 
1968) Hats sstete tatis 330 3 333 3,997 73,802 20.1 14,834 14,238 $6,952  BSee | 8,600 
V9 690 eee te deree 200 7 207 3,166 59,167 22.6 13,372 14,807 60,709 16.1 9,774 
197.0. 8 (eve. sametes he 185 7 192 3,489 66,640 23.1 15,394 15,031 61,627 14.6 8,998 
LOD Pigracs chek eee ae 164 7 171 3,498 64,013 2202 14,211 14,950 61,295 14.5 8,888 
O72) Bo cae. ee 2/ 2/ 2/ 4,009 78,176 22.2 1355 13,130 56,459 eel 8,525 
VOVS ras Cloke mies 2/ 2/ 2/ 4,229 81,620 36.0 29,383 14,795 62,139 26.0 16,156 








1/Includes consumption in households of producers which is less than 1 percent of production for the United States. 2/Estimate for all turkeys discontinued. 


ry 


SPRING FIELD WORK 
MAKING SOME PROGRESS 


Spring field work in Wisconsin got off to a slow start 
but some progress was made after mid-April. Rain and snow 
on Easter Sunday saturated fields in the south and east but 
a few sunny days and warm, windy weather the following 
weekend helped to dry off the surface enough to permit 
some plowing and planting of oats on lighter soils. About 
8 percent of the oat acreage was sown by April 22nd com- 
pared with 10 percent last year and the past ten year average. 


Only 1968 and 1970 had more oats in the ground by that 
date. 

Spring plowing was 10 percent finished as of April 22nd, 
slightly behind last year’s 15 percent but equal to the normal 
progress for the past ten years. Much plowing had been done 
last fall so planting of oats and other crops should go fast 
once field conditions are dry enough to be worked. Soil 
moisture was reported as 65 percent adequate and 35 per- 
cent surplus, with most of the surpluses in the east and 
south. Although most fields had some wet spots in them, the 
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water tables are not as high as a year ago when heavy rains in 
the fall of 1972 and the spring of 1973 made for a long and 
late planting season. 


WOOL PRODUCTION DOWN IN 1973 
AND PRICES UP CONSIDERABLY 


Wool production in Wisconsin and the Nation during 
1973 was down from 1972 but prices were considerably 
higher. The 1973 wool crop in Wisconsin totaled 822,000 
pounds, 14 percent below a year earlier and the smallest 
crop ever. Fleece weights averaged 8.0 pounds in 1973 com- 
pared with 8.2 pounds in 1972 and the number of sheep 
shorn declined by 11 percent. Wool producers in Wisconsin 
received an annual average price of 69 cents a pound for 
1973 compared with only 27 cents in 1972. The value of 
wool production in Wisconsin for 1973 was more than double 
the 1972 crop. 

Nationally, wool production during 1973 was down 8 
percent from the previous year. Fleece weights were lighter 
in 1973 and the number of sheep shorn declined by 6 percent. 
The average price received by wool producers for shorn wool 
during 1973 was nearly 83 cents a pound compared with 
soccentsin 1972. 


Wool Production 














Major States Number of Weight per Wool production 
and sheep shorn fleece nantes from 
United States} 1972 | 1973 1972 [1973 172 ee last year 
1,000 head Pounds 1,000 pounds Percent 
Arizona... 492 473 Wea 7.4 3,692 Seo: lal —- § 
California. . 1,415 1,385 8.9 8.7 12,626 11,995 — § 
Colorado . . 1,360 1,440 8.4 71.9 11,473 11,354 =) 1 
idaho: ey fae 659 62712-10555) 1057 6,949 6,728 - 3 
Illinois ... 295 270 7.2 fick | 25037 1,923 — 10 
Indiana... 216 205 Ten 8.0 1,657 1,640 — 1 
Towa .:3. = Ghite) 624 77 we5: 5,545 4,694 —15 
Kansas ... 320 294 8.8 8.3 2,800 2,444 — 13 
Michigan . . 221 201 8.3 8.3 1,841 1,666 —10 
Minnesota . 423 385 8.1 7.8 3,430 2,989 — 13 
Missouri . . 212 194 8.2 7.8 1,740 13521 —13 
Montana .. 853 774 10.0 9.9 8,501 7,663 — 10 
Nebraska . . 363 334 sss) Bs2 2,644 2,416 -— 9 
Nevada... 158 148 10:3 ‘tort 1,627 1,495 = 8 
New Mexico 668 682 9.2 9.4 6,134 6,402 + 4 
North Dakota 315 301 9.3 9.3 2,930 2,799 — 4 
Ohio mae 606 560 8.2 8.0 4,959 4,499 - 9 
Oregon... 621 569 7.8 7.4 4,823 4,206 — 13 
Pennsylvania 138 13:2 7.3 D2 1,007 950 = 6 
South Dakota] 1,160 1,070 9.1 9.1 10,504 9,695 —- 8 
Texas cos. 4,145 3,785 au) 7.0 29,430 26,352 — 10 
Utah). hy 896 G74. 103351 0.0 9,218 7,760 — 16 
Virginia. . . 163 161 6.1 6.1 994 982 —- | 
Washington. 134 126 9.3 9.2 1,240 1,161 — 6 
West Virginia 141 136 Ceo 5.8 804 789 — 2 
Wisconsin. . 116 103 8.2 8.0 951 822 — 14 
Wyoming. . 1,576 E3475 1052 9.8 16,062 14,497 — 10 
United States} 18,816 17,614 8.4 8.3 158,918 145,725 — 8 





BEEF PRODUCTION DOWN 
BUT PORK OUTPUT UP 


Production of beef in Wisconsin’s commercial slaughter- 
ing plants during February was 6 percent below a year ago 
but pork production increased 17 percent. Total output of 
red meat for February was up 2 percent from a year earlier. 

The February cattle kill of 94,500 was 6,500 less than 
the previous year. Average liveweight of cattle slaughtered in 
February was 1,142 pounds, a slight gain of 4 pounds from 
last year. 

February’s hog slaughter ot 256,000 was 22,000 more 


than a year earlier. The average liveweight of hogs butchered 
during February was 247 pounds, 16 pounds heavier than in 
February 1973. 

Calf slaughter in February amounted to 21,600, up 
2,800 from a year ago. At 155 pounds average liveweight for 
February, calves were 21 pounds lighter than the previous 
year. The sheep and lamb kill of 200 during February was the 
same as a year earlier. 


Commercial Livestock Slaughter 




















Number Liveweight 
Area February Change February 
from 
1973 [ 1974 last year 1973 1974 
1,000 head Percent Million pounds 
Cattle 
Wisconsin. ..... 101.0 94.5 — 6 114.9 107.9 
United States 1/. . | 2,672.8 2,543.1 - § 2,798.4 2,702.6 
Calves 
Wisconsin. 2.7.73). 18.8 21.6 a AMES) 3.3 3.3 
United States 1/. . 206.4 185.5 — 10 $2.7 43.6 
Hogs 
WiISGONSiM eo aaah 234.0 256.0 ay 19. 54.1 Ose 
United States 1/. .]| 6,091.1 5,960.9 a= 2 1,442.2 1,448.0 
Sheep and lambs 
Wisconsiniw) aware: oe 2 Mies 019 .020 
United States 1/. . 721.0 628.8 — 13 78.7 69.4 





1/Excludes Alaska. 


MORE WORKERS ON FARMS THIS SPRING 


As the spring season began, the number of workers on ~ 
Wisconsin farms was 2,000 more than a year ago due to an 
increase in hired laborers. Wage rates paid to hired help as of 
April 1 were higher than on that date in 1973. 


Farm Workers and Wages 
Wisconsin and United States 


United States 
1973 | 1974 


Wisconsin 
1973 | 1974 





Item 











March 
Farm Workers 1/ 
IFS APN) Se. coma cwoman eee a. 16,000 20,000 884,100 874,500 
Fla tnilyi mai aici vate wane may 149,000 147,000 2,910,100 2,896,200 
Woval 7, 2 Cakes. deel ans 165,000 167,000 3,794,200 3,770,700 
April 1 
1973 1974 1973 1974 
Wage Rates 2/ 
By the month 
With house icsienee arate $411.00 $452.00 $383.00 $408.00 
With board androom... 313.00 342.00 303.00 324.00 
By the day 
With board androom... 13.10 14.20 12.20 13.40 
Without board and room . 16.60 17.70 14.10 15.40 
By the hour 
No board orroom..... 2.02 PVE} 1.97 PON | 





1/Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day be- 
fore the end of the month. 2/Average rates paid on crop and livestock reporters’ 
farms or in their localities for arrangements specified above. 


BEEF MARKET DROPS 


Prices of good grade feeder steers at the Kansas City 
market declined from February to March as did fed steers 
and utility cows at the St. Paul market. Good grade feeder 
steers weighing between 600-700 pounds averaged $41.78 a 
hundredweight at Kansas City in March, down $3.72 from 
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February and well below the price of $50.31 in March 1973. 

Good grade fed steers weighing between 900-1100 
pounds averaged $40.23 a hundredweight at St. Paul during 
March, a decline of $3.53 from a month earlier and $2.45 
under the previous year. Utility cows at St. Paul averaged 
$34.06 a hundredweight for March, a drop of 34 cents from 
February and $1.44 lower than tase Ya 


Pe ia Mak eid Ld 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES 
Mo. Averages 1972,73,74 


o-: St Paul & Kansas City 





$ per Cwt. Good Beek Steers 
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HOG MARKET DECLINES SHARPLY 


Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market de- 
clined sharply during March. The average price of $34.75 a 
hundredweight for March was $5.31 less than February and 
$2.96 below a year ago. This was the first time since Septem- 
ber 1971 that prices of barrows and gilts at St. Paul were 
lower than the previous year. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 
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